LEEDS FUTURES – ENGLISH/HISTORY Campus Day Programme – Friday 27th March
During the day you can access prayer and quiet spaces, just let a member of staff know and we’ll direct you to the closest room available.
	9:45 Arrival 

Registration ends 10:15
	Registration
Please meet our student ambassadors outside the Parkinson Building (LS2 9JT) at 9.45am 
Parkinson Steps 

	10:15 – 10:30
	Welcome 
An introduction to the Futures Programme with the Arts Outreach team
20 Lyddon Terrace SR 1 (1.06)

	10:30-11:10
	Q&A Round-Robin
A question-and-answer session with our student ambassadors studying English & History and a chance to meet other people on the programme
20 Lyddon Terrace SR 1 (1.06)

	11:15– 12:10
	History Lecture (11:20 – 12:10)
History Lecture: The Voices Within: Networks of Resistance and Confrontation of Women of Colour in Tortola, 1807 – 1828
 Clarendon Building SR (1.01)
 Amy C
	English Lecture (11:15 – 12:05)
Critical Analysis: Coldplay, Jane Eyre and Contrapuntal Reading
20 Lyddon Terrace SR 1 (1.06)
Sreya C

	12:10 – 13:00
	Group 1 Campus tour
 
You’ll visit the University of Leeds libraries, gym, student union and hear from our student ambassadors about their experiences on campus
	
 
Group 2 Lunch
Students’ Union Refectory
 
A wide variety of hot and cold food is available, from pizza and chips to salad bowls. All dietary requirements are catered for, e.g vegan/halal
 

	13:00-13:50
	Group 1 Lunch
	
 Group 2 Campus tour
 

	13:55-14:45
	Subject taster sessions led by our post graduate students and academics

	
	English Language
Talking Proper: Accents, Dialects, and Language Policing 
Worsley SR (9.51)
Kate S 
	Creative Writing
Control and Creative Writing: Dystopia in
George Orwell’s
1984 
Worsley SR (9.57)
Ffion E
	
History
Anti-colonialism in South Asia and Britain: New sources, new voices
Worsley (9.58c)
Will G
 

	14:50-15:40
	 Careers and skills workshop – Sophia L
Worsley Medical LT (7.35)

	15:40 – 15:45
	 Evaluations and goodbyes
Worsley Medical LT (7.35) 




SEMINAR INFORMATION
Morning
History Lecture: The Voices Within: Networks of Resistance and Confrontation of Women of Colour in Tortola, 1807 – 1828
This session will offer an insight into the histories and voices of women of colour in Tortola in the early nineteenth century. The session will introduce students to ‘reading against the grain’ and get them to consider how historians might extract the voices and experiences of marginalised people in colonial documents. The group will reflect on the role of historians in telling these stories, as well as their own 'positionality’. In the latter part of the session, students will have the opportunity to read and discuss some select colonial documents and begin to ‘read against the grain’ to see the information they can extract, but also the challenges of this methodology.

English Lecture: Critical Analysis: Coldplay, Jane Eyre and Contrapuntal Reading

In this session, we will critically analyse textual narratives across media using the tool of contrapuntal reading. Using the Coldplay music video ‘Hymn for the Weekend’ as a starting point, we will access popular media as a bridge to delve into the literary texts, Jane Eyre (1847) and Wide Sargasso Sea (1966). Centring the character of Bertha Mason/Antoinette as represented in both texts, we will unearth counter-narratives surrounding colonialism, gender and mental health. Using a guided questionnaire and collaborative dialogue, the students will develop the ability to critically evaluate narratives. Students will also be able to apply the skills learnt in this session outside the classroom when reading literary texts, news, and popular media.

Afternoon
English Language workshop: Talking Proper: Accents, Dialects, and Language Policing
English comprises a dazzling array of accents and dialects – linguists give them names like ‘Yorkshire English’, ‘Scouse’, and ‘Standard English’. We all have an accent and dialect, but most of us are aware that there are times and places where we are expected to ‘talk proper(ly!)’, whatever that might mean. In this session, you will have the opportunity to explore your own way of using language, and to think about the kinds of linguistic demands that are placed upon us in everyday life. We will consider how language relates to belonging and discrimination and ask how schools should respond to ‘slang’ (if slang requires a response at all).
 
The session will offer an insight into a central topic in sociolinguistics, itself a major part of our English Language offering at Leeds. We will also discuss the larger course content in English Language, and there will be opportunities for questions about studying at Leeds.


Creative Writing workshop: Dystopia in George Orwell’s 1984
Big Brother Is Watching You.
How can we write dystopia? What does it take to write a piece of dystopian fiction?
After taking this session, these questions will be answered for you. The scope of dystopia will be explored more closely as we examine George Orwell’s 1984. 
After a close reading exercise, we will use our literary and structural skills to draw upon our own storytelling, by inventing our own government slogan that will centre your own dystopian world.
In a collaborative setting, this creative writing exercise will allow you to critically analyse and respond to the themes underlining Orwell’s 1984. This will provide a groundwork to create your own fictional worldbuilding, and to explore what it means to write a piece of dystopian literature.

History workshop: Anti-colonialism in South Asia and Britain: New sources, new voices
This session explores the approaches and strategies of some of the key anti-colonial thinkers in the British imperial context and how they made international connections.  The session will give us some new insights into how global networks were used, and how we might therefore explore (and do) International History in new ways. The session will be based around some close exploration and interpretation of primary sources, which became some of the most powerful critiques of colonial power in the period between the 1890s and 1930s.  Finally, it will explore how we can also critique these sources in relation to the existing approaches of historians of South Asia, Britain and Empire.


